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About the Benefice 
 

Our benefice was formed in 2012, 
bringing together the two benefices of 
Chilham, Molash & Challock and 
Crundale & Godmersham.   King’s Wood 
has been served by a full time rector and 
part time assistant priest, the latter living 
in Godmersham with particular pastoral 
responsibility for Crundale and 
Godmersham.  Both priests took services 
across our benefice. 

Although the 2012 pastoral reorganisation was the result of extensive local consultation, we 
soon realized that we needed proactively to build the community of the benefice.  To that end 
we arranged a series of opportunities to discuss ways in which this might be achieved.  These 
were sometimes open to all, sometimes to PCC members and sometimes solely for 
representatives.  We were greatly assisted by external facilitators, principally from our diocese.  
Our Archdeacon and Deanery Lay Chair were much involved.  On these occasions we audited 
the current situation, looking to agree a common vision and values. From this we worked on a 
pattern for the provision of ministry to which everyone ascribed.  One positive consequence of 
the process was that, when the Benefice Council was formed its members had already built 
good working relationships and developed a collegiate approach.  The Council has continued to 
meet during the vacancy; it is crucial in the process of building our benefice. 

We face a number of serious challenges.  Most of our churches have experienced a decline in 
congregations and in the number of members in planned giving schemes.  As a consequence, 
all agreed that the part time post could not be sustained and would go.  After detailed 
conversations and analysis, the benefice, deanery and diocese agreed that the living should be 
suspended, but that there was sufficient potential to justify the appointment of a full time Priest-
in-Charge. 

We look forward to growing our benefice, numerically and 
spiritually, with the new Priest-in-Charge who is attuned to 
our challenges and opportunities.  There are some promising 
local initiatives and possibilities. Furthermore, our deanery is 
looking at the possibility of pastoral reorganisation more 
generally.  In this journey we have been assured of support 
from our diocese.  

We have become more open in sharing our financial 
situations with each other and realise that the issue of parish 
share apportionment needs revisiting.  One problem common 
to all our churches is the need to supplement our regular 
giving schemes with fundraising.  We endeavour to make 
these events social and mission opportunities.  An example 
of this is the annual Five Church Walk, in which four 
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these features relate to its association with Chilham Castle. We have a peal of eight bells, which 
attract bell ringers beyond our own community. 

Over recent years regular giving has fallen short of meeting our needs and new initiatives are 
going to take a time before they bear fruit in this respect. Our beautiful, Grade I mediaeval 
building requires constant attention and resources to serve the needs and regulations of the 
twenty first century. Thankfully the Friends of St Mary’s is contributing more and more towards 
the costs of this. 

Old Wives Lees (OWL) Community Church 

Old Wives Lees is part of the Chilham parish, but has its own 
worshipping life. Our Church is community based and meets 
monthly, on the fourth Sunday, in the village hall. This service 
began about twenty-two years ago and has been going ever since 
and growing steadily. It is a United Service with the Methodist 
church in the village, with the Minister from their church taking part 
in the service three times a year. 

There is a small group of us that meet monthly to plan the service, 
which is inclusive and informal. In the past, the Vicar from Chilham 
Church has participated in the planning meeting, and has led the 
service at OWLs every other month.  

The congregation is made up of all ages, and the children have 
activities for them based on the theme of the service. There is a 
music group that accompanies the singing of traditional hymns and 
worship songs. 

We work as a congregation to support the work in St. Paul’s, 
Cliftonville and Pastos Verdes in Mozambique; and they come 
yearly to tell us what has been happening there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


























